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Nikki Grossman, CEO Greater Fort Lauderdale Convention and Visitors Bureau- Past President Visit Florida


The positive contribution of tourism to women’s empowerment can only be determined if poverty reduction and the enhancement of women’s dignity and role in the work place -� HYPERLINK "http://www.traveldailynews.com/pages/show_articles_per_category/50" \o "World Tourism Organization" �World Tourism Organization�’s  Action Plan to Empower Women through Tourism


�
�
��
Margi Buster, Founder, President RTG


Successful tourism must benefit local populations economically and culturally to give them incentives to protect the natural resources which create the attraction. –Eco Tourism  International 


�
�
RTG is now celebration its 14th year! Redland Tropical Gardens and Botanical Foundation, Inc., d.b.a. Redland Tropical Gardens is a not for profit foundation dedicated to providing the resources for the sustainable development, preservation, education and promotion of sustainable, nature-based, historic and cultural heritage products, services and industries of the Redland and South Florida.


RTG is the first nonprofit sustainable tourism foundation, founded and lead by a woman in South Florida.  


In 2008, it established the first community-based sustainable initiative “The Green Gateway” with other organizations and stakeholders, furthering the interests of tourism, eco/agro tourism, conservation, preservation, environmental protection and beautification.  It promotes South Florida’s tourism as well as the natural, cultivated, historic, cultural and economic resources, diversity of the agricultural industry in South Dade, and the connection of Tropical South Florida’s


Natural  Green and Blue  Corridors.
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Sponsored by


Doubletree Hotel Coconut Grove


Barbara Wendel, General Manager











Vision


To empower women in travel/tourism and hospitality, (a “Green  Industry),  as well as allied fields through education, information, promotions and professional development. 


To develop a pro-active approach for promotion, preservation and conservation of  natural ,cultivated, historic and cultural resources


Develop a data base of tourism industry related products and services throughout the region and calendar of events


To prepare our members through education programs and to participate in the positive growth of the tourism industry and to be involved in the planning and development of tourism marketing within the South Florida area. Establish a multi-stakeholder taskforce and Affinity Groups


Build international awareness about opportunities for women in tourism 


Foster a network of advocates and experts in gender issues related to tourism from the region.


Hyperlink with � HYPERLINK "http://www.tourismgender.com" �www.tourismgender.com� into a portal  to serve  as a global knowledge sharing e-network.





An Equal Opportunity Membership





Benefits





Eligibility to hold office and vote.


Empowerment of women in tourism- scholarships, grants, worldwide networking 


List your organization in our database 


Establish contacts, exchange leads and business opportunities with industry professionals worldwide. 


Receive information about regional, state, national and international related education, networking, planning and promotional events and 


Opportunities.


Discounts – member to member, educational opportunities i.e. seminars, workshops, conferences,  exhibitions, events, group tours, RTG Gift Gallery,etc.  


Co-op advertising through links and sponsorships


Website providing information on resources, events, consultants, corporate partners and nonprofit organizations.


Grant information and partnerships to further business development


Gain knowledge and insight regarding new developments in the worldwide tourism and allied industries.  


Grant information and partnerships to further business development














Accomplishments


Implemented beautification programs throughout South Florida in cooperation  many Other organizations FNGLA,SDB,MSC and others.


Created the first South Florida Eco-tourism  Program and Initiative, “The Bridge Between Man and Nature” in partnership with the State of Florida, Miami Dade County, MIA, Miami Dade College, UF, Homestead Florida City Chamber of Commerce, The City of Homestead and The National Parks System.


Created a post-hurricane signature event “Second Wind” in cooperation with CBS television’s “Neighbor for Neighbors”,  for Homestead which was viewed on national and international television to over 50 million people. 


Established an endowment administered with secured investment management, through Dade Community Foundation.


Acquired an RTG Nature and Education Center and Botanical Visitors Quarters scheduled to open


In 2009.


Incorporated a professional tour destination management firm to supply tourists, guides, training, logistics( coordination of lodging, restaurants and transportation to host locations).  


Developed the first certified eco/agro-tour guide program in South Florida targeted to South Miami Dade  displaced workers, at-risk youth, minorities, women, retired educators, and seniors 


Graduated the first twenty sustainable tourism and hospitality graduates under the brand “Tropical Host” to act as ambassadors for the Green Corridor


Hosted international visitors for tours from Africa, China, Japan, Spain, France, Germany, Canada, Trinidad, Central and South America.


Seeded initiative for Green Education, and green workforce development with MDCPS,  and Miami Dade College, as well as the stimuli for small-scale enterprise and industry particularly for women who represent 46% of the tourism industry and 30% of the agricultural industry in the State of Florida, including lodging, restaurants, transportation, nature-based products and handicrafts, guide services, and more! 























